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Opening Prayer

We thank you, Lord God, that you created us and the 

world, and you love all you have made. We thank you 

that that your love and care for us never changes.

As we meet together, we ask your blessing on all the 

students, teachers and staff in our schools and in our 

Diocesan family of schools.

Give us wisdom and understanding; fill us with hope 

and aspiration; bind us together in community. Set our 

hearts on fire with your love, to live and work to your 

praise and glory,

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



Restoring, repairing and rebuilding

The LORD will guide you always;

he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land

and will strengthen your frame.

You will be like a well-watered garden,

like a spring whose waters never fail.

Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins

and will raise up the age-old foundations;

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,

Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 

Isaiah 58.11-12



Agenda 

• What is the Curriculum? The National Curriculum

• Inspection and the Curriculum

• The Primary Curriculum

• The Secondary Curriculum

• The role of the governing body in the curriculum

and assessment

• Developing an appropriate monitoring role

• Keeping informed about the curriculum in your

school



What is a ‘Curriculum’?

• At a simple level, the curriculum simply means a 

course of study. 

• From the Latin ‘currere’ – to run (race or 

racecourse)

• Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence states that 

the curriculum is ‘the totality of all that is planned 

for children and young people throughout their 

education’ (Scottish Government, 2008, p. 13).



Clause 2 of the Act referred to the introduction of:

“a balanced and broadly based curriculum which (a) 

promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and 

physical development of pupils at the school and of 

society; and (b) prepares such pupils for the 

opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 

adult life.”

Education Reform Act of 1988 (DfE, 1989)

The National Curriculum



• The ‘basic’ school curriculum includes the 

‘national curriculum’, as well as religious 

education and relationships and sex education.

• The national curriculum is what is taught - a set 

of subjects and standards used by primary and 

secondary schools so children learn the same 

things. 

The National Curriculum



• What do I know about the curriculum in my school? 



Inspection and the Curriculum



OFSTED 

• September 2019 onwards

• Quality of education - QoE 

• Behaviour and attitude

• Personal Development 

• Leadership and Management 



OFSTED 

• Curriculum: Intent, Implementation and impact;

• Intent: the extent to which the school’s curriculum sets 

out the knowledge and skills that pupils will gain at 

each stage;

• Implementation:  the way that the curriculum developed 

or adopted by the school is structured, taught and 

assessed in order to support pupils to build their 

knowledge and to apply that knowledge as skills;

• Impact: the outcomes that pupils achieve as a result of 

the education they have received.





Thinking about the Curriculum

• Once known, understood and

remembered, these concepts,

learned in context, help:

• Vertically – with subsequent

learning

• Horizontally – making

connections with concurrent

curriculum learning

• Diagonally – with subsequent

learning across the whole

curriculum



Inspecting the Curriculum

• EIF

• Inspection Handbook

• Inspecting the Curriculum



SIAMS

• SIAMS inspection focuses on the impact of the 

Church school's Christian vision on pupils and 

adults. 

• Exploring and reviewing the school’s Christian 

vision, the provision the school makes because of 

this vision and how effective this provision is in 

enabling all pupils to flourish. 

• Church schools will employ a variety of strategies 

and styles appropriate to, and reflective of, their 

particular context in order to be distinctively and 

effectively Christian in their character and ethos. 



SIAMS

This overarching inspection question is examined 

through seven strands:

1.    Vision and Leadership

2.    Wisdom, Knowledge, and Skills

3.    Character Development: Hope, Aspiration, and 

Courageous Advocacy

4.    Community and Living Well Together

5.    Dignity and Respect

6.    Impact of Collective Worship

7.    Effectiveness of Religious Education.



Vision and Leadership

Governors key role:

e) How well do governors ensure that a robust and 

continuous self-evaluation process is in place that 

involves the school community in evaluating their 

effectiveness as a Church school? 

Glossary: 

All those involved in the strategic development and

implementation of the school’s progress as a church

school including the headteacher, the senior leaders 

of the school, the middle leaders, school 

governors…



Key Questions

• How is the curriculum

structured?

• How is the curriculum

monitored?

• How have the governors/

school vision influenced

the curriculum?



The Curriculum in Early Years 

and Primary Schools



All schools are also required to teach religious education at all key stages and 

either RSHE or sex and relationship education (secondary).



• Religious Education (The Basic Curriculum) 

• All Key Stages

• Non statutory guidance

• Most VA schools follow Diocesan scheme of work

• Relationships Health and (Sex) Education 

• Compulsory for relationship and health education in 

primary schools from September 2020. 

• Primary schools can include sex education if they 

believe it is appropriate for their school

Other Statutory Subjects 

(not in National Curriculum)



Early Years Foundation Stage





Meaningful and contextual

• Different people have different views about 

what should be taught 

• An important question is ‘whose curriculum?’

(who is it for and who chooses?)

• Complex debates and spurious categories: 

traditional vs. progressive curricula; knowledge 

vs. skills; subjects vs. interdisciplinary 

approaches

• Far more nuanced



Curiosity and ambition

• Some would even argue that a core aim of 

the curriculum, pedagogically enacted by the 

teacher, is to help them find knowledge, 

skills and understanding that channel their 

curiosity and take them beyond their 

everyday experiences (Young et al., 2014). 



Beyond the National Curriculum

• Non statutory subjects e.g. PSHE, citizenship, 

philosophy, Latin

• Curriculum Christian distinctiveness of church 

schools 

• Community context

• Enrichment through partnerships, outreach and 

extra curricular

• Ambition by design or vision

• Supporting visits and residential trips



Your school curriculum

• How well does the curriculum reflect your 

school’s:

• vision and mission

• priorities for learning

• Christian 

distinctiveness

• community and local 

context

• what we believe we 

can do for our pupils?



THE SECONDARY CURRICULUM 









KEY STAGE 4



GCSE pathways



E-Bacc

The government’s ambition is to see 75% of pupils studying the 
EBacc subject combination at GCSE by 2022, and 90% by 2025



Progress 8



AQA History

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 

Section A: Period studies 

America, 1840–1895: Expansion and consolidation 

Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship 

Russia, 1894–1945: Tsardom and communism 

America, 1920–1973: Opportunity and inequality 

Section B: Wider world depth studies 

BA Conflict and tension: The First World War, 1894–1918 

BB Conflict and tension: The inter-war years, 1918–1939 

BC Conflict and tension between East and West, 1945–1972 

BD Conflict and tension in Asia, 1950–1975 

BE Conflict and tension in the Gulf and Afghanistan, 1990–2009 

Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

Section A: Thematic studies 

Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day 

Britain: Power and the people: c1170 to the present day 

Britain: Migration, empires and the people: c790 to the present day 

Section B: British depth studies including the historic environment 

Norman England, c1066–c1100 

Medieval England: the reign of Edward I, 1272–1307 

Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 

Restoration England, 1660–1685 





Questions to consider – KS3/4/5

• Which subjects do/don’t you offer and why/why not?

• What are the Big Ideas?

• Where has this learning been encountered before? (in previous 
years/key stages, in other subjects?) 

• Which topics have you chosen to teach and why?

• In which order have you chosen to sequence them and why?

• Which subjects came before at KS2? Which will come after- next 
lesson, next week, next year, next key stage? 

• Which courses/qualifications/subjects do/don’t you offer and 
why/why not?

• Which syllabus have you chosen and why?

How are all your choices about provision and especially 
curriculum shaped by your vision and what impact do they 

have?



CROSS CURRICULAR THEMES



Across the curriculum

Literacy

Numeracy

Social, moral, cultural and spiritual (SMSC)

British values

The “hidden curriculum” – values

Extra-curricular activities – trips, 
enrichment, clubs etc





Evaluating the impact of your 

curriculum
• Curriculum mapping to check coverage, sequence,

misalignments, gaps, breadth, balance, duplication

• Timetable scrutiny

• Scrutiny of plans – long, medium and short term

• Learning walks

• Lesson observations

• Destinations data

• Pupil voice

• Surveys of stakeholders

• Focus groups

• Assessment information and data

• Staff meetings/team discussions



How do we know our curriculum 

is effective?



The role of governors 



A strategic role

• To set the aims and objectives for the school

• To approve priorities for the school (SDP/SIP)

• To monitor and evaluate the progress

• To challenge and support to the headteacher



Governing Body Responsibilities:-

Curriculum & Assessment

• Curriculum delivers in terms of intent,

implementation and impact

• Reflects the school’s vision and ambition

for all pupils

• Meets the needs of pupils in terms of

destination, personal development,

behaviour and welfare

• Assessments are administered according

to current DfE arrangements



Question Answer Evidence Notes

What are the key strengths of the school?

What are the key challenges for the school 

currently?

How has the school supported children and 

adults during the pandemic (&post)

What is the school’s approach to ‘recovery for 

young people’?

How effective is the curriculum in meeting the 

needs of all young people?

How does the curriculum link transition 

pointes (e.g. eyfs or 6th form)

What needs further development in the 

curriculum?

How well does the school enrich the 

curriculum to develop the whole child?

For example…

Further questions could include: leadership (e.g. data, SEND, 

impact), safeguarding, behaviour, personal development 



Data:  Asking the Right 

Questions
• How well is the school performing?

• Are some parts of the school more effective than 

others?

• Are some groups of pupils doing better than 

others?

• How does the school’s achievement compare to its 

previous achievement?

• How does our school compare with other similar 

schools?



Quality of Evidence

Observe it happening

Discuss what’s happening Examine output e.g. pupils’ work

Analyse performance indicators e.g. data

Evaluate evidence of trends Learning visits and 
discussions with people 
about their own roles

Review action plans and self evaluation

Examine policy 
documentsTalk to pupils

Ask questions about standards

School Advisor visits and reports

HT Report to 
Governors

SEND or PP Reports




