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Infection Control Policy 

Vision 
We fully embrace the vision stated in the Church of England’s Vision for Education ‘Deeply Christian Serving the Common Good’ published in July 2016 of educating the whole person. We aim for our children and members of the wider school community to flourish in all they do and ‘live life in all its fullness’. (John 10:10) 
Values
· We are a church school, which believes in the importance of community, where people from all races, religions and cultures act in peace together.
· Our pupils, staff and families work together as a team, with wisdom supporting each other through our learning. We have hope in our challenges and in our successes.
· We recognise the dignity and ultimate worth of each person, created in the image of God, further shaped by the person, teaching and example of Jesus. We look to the future with joy.
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1. Introduction 





This policy has been written using guidance from the Department for Education. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities


2. Aim and Objectives
This policy aims to provide the school community with guidance when preparing for, and in the event of an outbreak of an infection such as coronavirus (COVID-19), pandemic influenza, diarrhoea and/or vomiting.


3. Principles 
The school recognises that infections are not new. No-one can predict exactly when the school will be faced with having to deal with a potentially contagious illness amongst its community. We recognise the need to be prepared.

Infections are likely to spread particularly rapidly in schools and as children may have no residual immunity, they could be amongst the groups worst affected. We recognise that closing the school may be necessary in exceptional circumstances to control the spread of an infection, however we strive to remain open unless advised otherwise.


4. Planning and Preparation
In the event of the school becoming aware that a pupil has an infectious illness, the parent/carer should report this to their GP. The school will inform the Area Schools Support Service and United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA) formerly Public Health England (PHE) should it be a reportable illness based on their guidance. Alternatively, they may contact the school to advise us that a pupil or member of staff has been diagnosed as having an infectious illness.

During an outbreak of an infectious illness the school will seek to operate as normally as possible, and will plan contingency timetables for higher levels of staff absence.

The decision on whether school should remain open or close will be based on medical evidence; the school may be instructed by the LA or UKHSA to close to prevent the spread of the illness.

Class Teachers will set work for pupils to complete at home through the school’s provision for Remote Education using Google Classrooms.   


5. Infection Control

Infections are usually spread from person to person by close contact, for example:

· Infected people can pass a virus to others through large droplets when coughing, sneezing or even talking within a close distance, normally less than 2 metres
· Through direct contact with an infected person, for example by shaking or holding their hand and then touching your own mouth, eyes or nose without first washing your hands
· By touching objects (e.g. door handles, light switches) that have recently been touched by an infected person, then touching your own mouth, eyes or nose without first washing your hands.

Staff and pupils are given the following advice on how to reduce the risk of passing on infections to others:

· Wash your hands regularly, particularly after coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose
· Minimise contact between your hands and mouth/nose unless you have just washed your hands
· “Catch it, bin it, kill it” approach – cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing, and if no tissues available, sneeze or cough into the inside of your elbow. Bin the used tissue in the appropriate bin
· If a pupil feels ill during the day, they know to inform a member of staff. 

Parents/carers
Parents are told not to send their child to school if they think they may have an infectious illness. 

There is no longer a legal requirement for those with COVID-19 or their close contacts to self-isolate. However, if a child or young person has a positive COVID-19 test result they should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for 3 days after the day they took the test, if they can. 

After 3 days, if they feel well and do not have a high temperature, the risk of passing the infection on to others is much lower. This is because children and young people tend to be infectious to other people for less time than adults.

Parents are reminded not to bring a child to school who has been vomiting or had diarrhoea until at least 48 hours has elapsed since the last attack


6. Minimise sources of contamination

The Ark
· Ark staff handling food will have up to date training in Level 2 Food Hygiene and Safety for Catering
· Food that requires refrigeration is covered and dated within a designated refrigerator at a temperature of 5 C or below
· Staff wash hands before and after handling food
· Staff clean and disinfect food storage and preparation areas
· Food is bought from reputable sources and used by recommended dates 

School Catering Contract for midday meal service 
· The school buys back into the Strictly Education 4S Catering Framework Agreement and has their catering service for midday meals provided by Twelve15
· The Framework Agreement sets out clear details of the responsibilities of the school and the responsibilities of Twelve15 for cleaning the school kitchen, and the dining room furniture
· Twelve15 is required to comply with The Food Safety Act 1990, Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 and relevant statutory provisions 
7. To control the spread of infection
· We ensure good hand washing procedures; staff and pupils wash their hands when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks and before or after eating, after using the toilet, before and after visiting Trinity Farm and in particular handling animals, after handling soil in Trinity gardens, before and after handling food
· Pupils are encouraged to blow and wipe their own noses when necessary and to dispose of the soiled tissues in the appropriate bin “Catch it, bin it, kill it”  
· Cover all cuts and open sores
· Aprons are worn when preparing food
· PPE is worn where necessary, when there is contact with blood and body fluids when dealing with accidents and vomiting. Disposable gloves and aprons will be worn and when finished cleaning, double-bag used gloves and apron, store securely in the shed for 72 hours, throw away with the regular rubbish. Disposable cloths will be used to clean surfaces with warm soapy water and then disinfect these surfaces. After removal and disposal of cloths, gloves and apron, hands to be washed with soap and water for a minimum of 20 seconds

8. To prevent cross-contamination
· Staff and adult visitors have separate toilet facilities to those the children use.
· Pupils use their class toilets (Year 4 use toilets located in the upper school corridor).

9. Pupils with diarrhoea and/or vomiting
· Pupils with vomiting and/or diarrhoea will be isolated and their parents/carers called to take them home.
· Parents/carers are reminded not to bring a child to school who has been vomiting or had diarrhoea until at least 48 hours has elapsed since the last attack.
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