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· Tell me a little bit about your subject?
These subjects are grouped together under a STEM framework. The strand sees each subject taught for 2hrs per week and as such many activities involve one or more of the subjects. One example is using DT skills to make Mars rovers as part of their space module in science. The second summer term is used as time to recap areas where children need extra support in certain topics. The previous year’s topics and learnings are stuck in the new year’s exercise books to remind children of their learning. 
· What are the key priorities for your subject?
As a strand, one of the aims is to encourage interest in the subjects amongst girls, who typically have shown less interest in these subjects. Another is to give all students a chance to achieve. They have noticed that children who struggle in maths or English can flourish in this strand. Ofsted target is to be more detailed in science which is reflected in the learning plan.
· How do you know that your subject is being taught well in other classes?
Daisy is assisted by another teacher to look through books termly in order to review marking and observe the learning of the children. In addition, walkthroughs are planned so she can see teaching first hand. In staff meetings (weekly) there is the opportunity to raise any issues from either side.
· How is your subject monitored?
As above
· What subject support do you give to other Teachers?
Staff meetings are good opportunities for feedback, both positive and negative. Teachers have access to the lesson plans and the subject development plans. There is also a STEM website they can refer to with lesson ideas. Teachers are given flexibility in how the lessons are taught so long as outcomes are the same. Daisy also taught the teachers how to code and the use of ipads allows her to track teaching methods in real time if desired. There is an open, supportive culture in the school, anyone can ask for help if needed.
· How much time is being spent on your subject in yours and other classes?
Afternoon per week (varies) – 2hrs
· How do you keep other Teachers up to date with new developments in your subject?
In staff meetings, Daisy will also forward interesting topics that are general to STEM or year group specific.
· How is your subject represented around the school, on the website and in the community?
There is a strand board in each classroom which contain key words for the topics covered and information and examples of the children’s work. There is a webpage on the school site and science trips are undertaken such as a link with St Bedes. There are also parents who come into the school with science backgrounds who have come in to run experiments / activities for the children. As an added bonus these have tended to be women also (meeting aim of making more appealing to girls). Finally Daisy is hoping to set up a link with a university for Yr6.
· Tell me about assessment in your subject?
There is termly assessment which the teachers undertake and this is fed back to Daisy. Outcomes so far (this is the first year they are running assessments post covid) is showing 65% of DP children at expected and 75% of SEN. Really encouraging as these are  better sometimes than maths / English attainment, showing this element of the curriculum adds to inclusivity. Daisy will split out results between girls and boys to see progression in this split too.
· Can you tell me how different groups perform in your subject (e.g. SEN, Pupil Premium, more able, LAC, boys, girls)?
As above
· How well do you feel supported in leading your subject?
Imogen is good at supporting strand leaders and for Daisy has been very encouraging and is keen to let leaders have a try and then reviewing from there, rather than taking it on herself. This builds ‘learning by doing’ and autonomy. Having Ipads in the school has been a big help, not just in computing. As a sign of their use, they are always booked out! Thinks the school could benefit from laptops as these will allow the children to do more, but appreciates this is a huge cost.
· Can you describe the learning journey of one element of your subject from EYFS to Year 6?
Daisy gave the example of learning about the body in the Science subject.
EYFS – rather than science this element is called understanding the world. The children identify key people in their lives (family and animals)
Yr1 – body parts, senses
Yr2 – Animals and humans having babies
Yr3 – Nutrition, knowing animals have skeletons
Yr4 – Digestive system, teeth
Yr5 – Babies to adults development
Yr6 – Circulatory system and lungs
· What are the next steps for your subject?
Wants to encourage the use of more scientific language, clarifying this and using it in the appropriate context. 

