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                             Headteacher: Miss Imogen Woods – BEd Hons (Oxon)            

E-Mail:          info@nutfield.surrey.sch.uk  
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28th March 2022 
Dear Parents and Carers 

As the conflict in Ukraine continues, we remain saddened by the ongoing impact of the attack on the people of Ukraine. At School, we have taken care not to expose the children to the distressing news footage and have taken a few weeks to formulate a response of our own.  

Like many schools, we have considered, and are considering, what we can do to respond to this conflict, support children with their understanding and response to the war and encourage our community to support those in most need. We are mindful that for many, exposure to the news is not age or stage appropriate and for some, would add to existing anxieties. However, for many, careful support would be useful. If you feel you need help there are some useful places you can use for child appropriate information. Please see some examples below. 
-BBC Newsround https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround the videos and features are constantly being updated. Their Advice If You Are Upset By The News is helpful https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002 War in Ukraine – What Do The Words Mean? Is a useful resource explaining some of the key words used in News programmes. Find it here https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60536983 

-Explaining the News to Children from FirstNews.co.uk. Gives 7 key tips on how to explain the news. Discover more here. 

-Save the Children - https://www.savethechildren.net/news/ukraine-5-ways-talk-children-about-conflict-0 

-Parentingforfaith Helping Children Process the News 
-News for Kids – Real News, Simply Told – can be found here 

-EducationHub – Help for teachers and families to talk to pupils about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and how to help them avoid misinformation. 
-Picture News – Ukraine Collective Worship Powerpoint 

-Collective Worship John Keble School – Powerpoint 

-Bible Society – Ukraine Crisis – How Psalm 31 is bringing comfort 

 -British Red Cross – Relevant Well being Activities, How to Talk about Conflict and Adult Wellbeing Resources 

You may find your child is moved towards action to help the people of Ukraine. They can write to local MPs requesting they ask the government do all they can to offer relief aid to the people hurt and displaced by the conflict. This is a quick way for pupils to contact MPs: https://www.writetothem.com/ or you can find them here: https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-an-mp-or-lord/contact-your-mp/ 

They might also wish to use their skills or talents to raise money for charities working to support the Ukrainian people. The Archbishop of Canterbury is encouraging schools and churches to donate money to the Ukraine Emergency Appeal in which the Diocese of Europe is a partner. You could also consider contributing to the Disaster Emergency Committee (DEC) Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal: DEC brings together 15 member charities including Christian Aid in response to humanitarian crises. It is also the group that Christ Church support. 

The Government has now announced the first stage of the new Sponsorship Programme where individuals can offer Homes for Ukraine. At present this is an expression of interest: the full application process is due to be launched on 18 March. Further information is available on the Government website FAQs. 
Further to this there is a meeting at Christ Church later today, Monday 28th March, at 8pm to discuss these matters. This is an open meeting for anyone interested in being involved in hearing more and for those already involved in various actions. 
I would like to reassure you that as we share the news and details at age appropriate levels over time. Any discussions held will will be done sensitively and with great care. 
Please note: 
-We should call the country Ukraine, not The Ukraine. The Ukraine is what it was called when part of the Soviet Union. 
-Kyiv is the Ukrainian spelling, Kiev is the Russian spelling 
-The blue and yellow flag represents the wide blue sky and the wheat fields below. Sunflowers are the national flower of Ukraine. 
We leave this prayer to share with your children should you wish to, 
God of strength and peace, 

send your blessing on the people of Ukraine. 

Sustain them in their struggles, 

hold them in their fear, 

protect them from all danger 

and be for them the hope they desire; 

for Jesus Christ’s sake. 

Amen. 
Very Rev Andrew Nunn 

Dean of Southwark Cathedral

Kind regards

Miss Woods 
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