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GOVERNOR MONITORING  
COMMUNITY, PEACE, WISDOM, HOPE, DIGNITY, JOY 

	Name of Governor: Laura Castleman

	Date: 17 April 2024

	Focus Area(s): Curriculum Review

	SIAMS
	Vision and Leadership
	Wisdom, Knowledge and Skills
	Character Development
	Community and Living Well Together

	
	Dignity and Respect
	Collective Worship
	Religious Education
	

	OFSTED
	Quality of Education 
	Behaviour and Attitudes 
	Personal Development 
	Leadership and Management 

	Any safeguarding Issues: None

	Governor comments:

The Wellbeing Strand in the school is multi-faceted and includes Reception to Year 6.  The areas covered by Wellbeing are: 
· PSHE using ‘Discovery Education’[Personal, Social, Health Education], 
· RSHE [Teaching areas of Relationships, Sex, Health & Ethical issues not covered by PSHE];
· P4C [Philosophy for Children]; 
· Wellbeing Theory and 
· Wellbeing+
PE [Physical Education] now sits outside of the wellbeing curriculum.

In this meeting, we went through the wellbeing newsletter that had recently been issued to parents (and all Governors), but then primarily concentrated on Philosophy for Children (P4C) which was an area of the curriculum we haven’t detailed previously. AM showed me the package that guides the P4C lessons (which happen on a 3x week cycle – rotating with other elements of the wellbeing curriculum).

We looked at Sapere online which is the organization who trained NCPS in P4C. P4C encourages deeper and high-level questioning at appropriate levels for all ages (Reception to Y6), providing an ambitious curriculum. Socratic questions are utilized as high-quality questioning, which allows children to unpack their answers and consider responses with deeper thought. Questions might include: ‘why do you think that?’; ‘Can you give me an example?’. This Socratic questioning is encouraged throughout the curriculum and is not isolated to P4C. 

Sapere has resources online which teachers can refer to and use for inspiration in P4C sessions. Additionally, AM discusses P4C in staff meetings and reminds staff of the key principles. It is useful for staff to discuss their ideas together.

P4C is about being able to discuss together as a class, progressing through conversations. The stimulus and conversations are driven by children, for example, children may vote on which picture stimulus they would like to use, or what question they would like to investigate by placing a voting counter on the option they prefer (stimulus may also be photos, books, poems, video clips). Or they might be asked to stand up to vote for the option they prefer. The most popular option is then utilized for the session. They may also have a warm-up at the beginning of the session, for example, a collaborative task such as passing a tambourine around the circle of children without making any noise – this builds a safe environment and collaborative environment. Techniques to ensure that all children have a chance to respond may also include passing a toy/object around the circle – the person with the toy will respond, this encourages less confident children to have the opportunity to also respond to the task and shows that everyone has a voice. During P4C, children discuss their perspectives to questions and tasks which may have many answers, this shows children that it is OK to have different perspectives and allows children to practice respectfully providing their opinion (even if it is different to others).

Questions can be generated by teachers or children, but questioning develops and evolves as sessions progress and discussion develops. If conversations become difficult or relate to safeguarding, teachers would divert the questioning and separate the child/children that might be affected if necessary (e.g. sensitive topics such as death).

To record the work completed in P4C, it would not be appropriate for children to complete worksheets, etc., so teachers record conversations and quotes in the wellbeing books to show the work that has been covered. Four key principles are prioritized in P4C, children should be:
· Critical
· Caring
· Collaborative
· Creative
Children should be aware of these principles, and they are often re-iterated at the start of P4C sessions along with ground rules related to the discussion.

All the elements of the Wellbeing Strand were explained by Amelia Matthews. 

	Key Issues/Actions for GB (these are the same as the previous meeting, it not related to P4C):
· Consider how Governors can support fundraising for Trinity Farm
· Consider how Governors are able to support in relation to the Healthy Schools Award


	Action agreed in GB meeting with regard to visit:
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