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Homework Policy 
Vision 

We fully embrace the vision stated in the Church of England’s Vision for Education ‘Deeply Christian Serving the Common Good’ published in July 2016 of educating the whole person. We aim for our children and members of the wider school community to flourish in all they do and ‘live life in all its fullness’. (John 10:10) 

Values

· We are a church school, which believes in the importance of community, where people from all races, religions and cultures act in peace together.

· Our pupils, staff and families work together as a team, with wisdom supporting each other through our learning. We have hope in our challenges and in our successes.

· We recognise the dignity and ultimate worth of each person, created in the image of God, further shaped by the person, teaching and example of Jesus. We look to the future with joy.
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Successful learners do homework 



           

As a school, we believe that homework is important at all stages in a child’s education and that when used properly, it extends the challenge open to the pupil and ensures that teaching time can be used to its maximum effect.  We see work completed at home as a valuable and essential part of the school curriculum.  

The purpose of our homework policy is as follows:-

· to ensure consistency of approach throughout the school

· to ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility

· to ensure the needs of the individual pupil are taken into account

· in the case of Y6 pupils: to prepare children for secondary transfer.
Our homework policy acknowledges that the purpose of homework will change as children get older and that it should be seen as part of a continuum.

Regular reading to and with parents, carers or other family members is an integral part of our homework expectations; all primary school age children should either read to their parents or carers or listen to them reading for between 10 to 20 minutes a day. More formal exercises for older children to do at home (possibly involving parents or carers) may be set, with more substantial or challenging activities set at times. Parents of pupils in Year 6 should expect additional homeworks and revision to be set by the class teacher from Autumn term. 
Short activities of different kinds - simple games, learning spellings and number facts and, of course, reading together - provide a very important opportunity for young children to talk about what they are learning to an interested adult, and to practice key skills in a supportive environment.  For example, some of the activities which children do at home may not be described by adults as ‘homework’.

In addition to these regular activities, older children will be given some homework, gradually increasing in its demands, which might include:-

· finding out information

· reading in preparation for lessons

· preparing presentations

· more traditional written assignments.

As children get older homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skills of independent learning, and this will increasingly become its main purpose.  It is important that children gradually get into the habit of regularly devoting periods of time, which may not be long, to learn on their own.  By the time children reach Year 6 their homework programme will cover a wide range of tasks and curriculum content, with a regular weekly schedule.

These are our recommended time allocations for home activities.
	
	Suggested timing 

	Year R 
	1.5 hour per week

	Y1 and Y2 
	1.5 hour per week

	Y3 and Y4 
	2.0 hours per week

	Y5 and Y6 
	2.5 hours per week



We ask that: 
· provide a suitable environment that supports each child’s individual learning style e.g working while listening to music 

· be positive in their approach, that they do value homework and do support the school in it

· encourage and praise children when they complete their tasks

· sign the homework diary/ homework book/ reading log to maintain regular (not daily however!) dialogue with teacher.

· Indicate what level of support has been provided to complete the assignment 

Monitoring 
The school leadership team will sample homework books once a term. 
Appendix 1 

Advice for parents
Homework can be a very useful tool for pupils, teachers and parents alike. We recommend that you keep to the suggested timings for homework. Your child has already had a full day at school and has other activities through the week. The need to balance life in this ever busy society is as important a life skill as learning to discipline oneself in preparation for work! 
If your child struggles with a homework or indeed you are not clear on the strategy or instructions please write a note in the yellow reading record for your child’s teacher to read. The teacher will then re explain the learning to your child and write a reply to you in the same reading record. 

Occasionally your child may not understand a homework and this can cause some worry, especially as the children get older. Here at Nutfield Church Primary, we are keen that our children build resilience to finding things challenging and so you can support them by thinking about the learning process rather than the outcome. 

You can ask open questions like…

I wonder how we can have a go to solve this? 

Do you think this is an adding/takeaway ? 

What do we know about adding/takeaway? 

Concentrate on the dialogue of learning. This process may trigger a clarity or a memory of a strategy which has been used in class. 

Essentially it is important not to worry. We aim to encourage pupils to try their best. If they (and you) still aren’t too sure then ask the questions 

Do you think we’ve tried all the strategies to solve this that we can? 

What are we going to do…this seems to be a bit hard at the moment? 

Could we ask Mr/Miss/Mrs … ? 
(Reaffirm that it’s always good to check for clarification, you can use an example of where you have sought clarification). 

Would you like me to write a note in your reading record? (with older children you could encourage them to speak with their teacher themselves).

These learning skills build confidence, resilience and independence. Not understanding a homework may cause anxiety but when supported correctly will increase these skills which we believe will offer your child the opportunity to become happy successful lifelong learners. 

Appendix 2 

Year 6’s advice for children 
To help yourself with homework you could

Work to music 

Sing it

Rap it 

Draw a picture of it

Draw it in the air 

Colour code it 

Build a model of it 

Talk about it 

Word process it 

Send an e-mail to a friend about it 

Find a game to play to practise the skill

Teach some one else to do it 

Take a photograph
Make a movie 

Make the words with magnets / play dough 

Write your spellings in the sand or flour 

Act it out 

Close your eyes 

Calm your breathing

Recite your list 

Think of your doodles, rhymes, images and charts 

Thinks about getting all your spellings correct
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