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GOVERNOR MONITORING  
COMMUNITY, PEACE, WISDOM, HOPE, DIGNITY, JOY 

	Name of Governor: 
Revd Len Abrams
	Date: 11 June 2025

	Focus Area(s): Religious Education – Change in RE Curriculum

	SIAMS
	Vision and Leadership
	Wisdom, Knowledge and Skills
	Character Development
	Community and Living Well Together

	
	Dignity and Respect
	Collective Worship
	Religious Education
	

	OFSTED
	Quality of Education 
	Behaviour and Attitudes 
	Personal Development 
	Leadership and Management 

	Any safeguarding Issues: None

	Governor comments:

The Monitoring visit comprised a meeting with Katharine Brooks – we did not undertake a tour of the classrooms.

Although the original area of monitoring was scheduled to be Wisdom, Knowledge and Skills, at KB’s request we focused instead on Religious Education (RE) due to concern regarding the new RE curriculum which is due to be introduced in September 2025.

The existing curriculum has served its purpose well.  The target of allocating 10% of curriculum time to RE has been consistently achieved over the past few years, underpinned with adequate staff qualifications and expertise, developed through well-established subject training.  There have also been meetings with other schools for discussions on the curriculum which has added to the understanding and depth of the offering.

With KB due to leave the school at the end of the teaching year there was, at the time of this monitoring visit, no clarity on who would be responsible for RE in the school going forward. 

In the past year local clergy have not been invited to be involved in RE lessons in the school on topics such as baptism, weddings and Holy Communion.  Sparkfish has organized a number of events such as Easter Experience, The Christmas Journey and organizing “Think Spaces”.  The ‘Retelling of Easter’ presentation was provided the Spring Dance Co.  RE outings have been successful.  Visits to religious sites have included Christ Church, South Nutfield (Reception), Synagogue (Y1), Mosque (Y2), Buddhist and Sikh places of worship (Y3 & 4).

RE is assessed every half term.  Pupils are assessed in accordance with two attainment targets, Learning About Religion – Facts of religion (AT1) and Learning From Religion – Child response (AT2), with different targets for each level. The results are recorded in the data pack.  In the 1st half-term three children at different levels provide in-depth evidence.  In the 2nd half-term the level of engagement in RE is assessed which indicates a strong response in Pupil Voice.






	Key Issues/Actions for GB: 

There is considerable concern about the new RE syllabus which will come into effect in September.  

The concerns include: 
· The format – it is a syllabus, not a scheme of work which means that each teacher will need to develop a scheme of work from scratch; 
· No resources have been provided centrally; and 
· No assessment criteria have been provided to standardize assessment of progress.

There is a concern that as a result of the extra workload in delivering the new syllabus, the curriculum share of RE may slip below 10% which is essential from a SIAMS perspective to maintain the theologically rooted Christian vision required of a Church school.



	Action agreed in GB meeting with regard to visit:
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